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moth,' ' The Common Laws/ and the metrical * Historia
Ecclesiastica,' all in dialogue-form. ' Behemoth : the
History of the Causes of the Civil Wars of England,
and of the Counsels and Artifices by which they were
carried on from the year 1640 to 1660,' was submitted
to the king on its completion, about the year 1668, and
was by him flatly proscribed. Hobbes was eager to
have it published, but bowed to the royal decision and
himself faithfully conformed to it. Some months, how-
ever, before his death in 1679, the book found its way
into print from a surreptitious and imperfect copy that
some one had taken of the MS.; other spurious editions
following before the first authoritative impression in
1682.1 It gives in extremely spirited style his whole
view of the social and religious conditions that led to
the Revolution, with the story of its course from first to
last; urging at the same time, in particular, the sovereign's
" right of militia," the denial of which, it seemed to him,
had originally wrought all the mischief, while its express
recognition by Parliament, after the Restoration, had
been the one gain accruing from the "bloody dispute."
Hobbes administers his censure pretty evenly to king's
friends and foes alike. None, ho held, were more to
blame for the catastrophe than the half-hearted royalists
who " thought the government of England was not an

i E., vi. 161418. The authority is that of W. Crooke, Hobbes's
publisher; but the examination by Dr P. Tunnies of a MS. in the
library of St John's College, Oxford, bearing the title c Behemoth: or
the Long Parliament,' which may be the original of the work, has
disclosed many errors and defects in the text even of the 1682 edi-
tion. This MS. has a short dedication to Arlington (not given in
the printed editions), with the words : {{I petition not to have it pub-'
lished." For the different account (followed above) see E., iv. 411.